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THE  subsequent  discourses  will  doubtless  be  received  as  the  hasty  pro- 
duction  of  an  inexperienced  youth.— Such,  they  are  acknowledged  to  be. 
As  such,  let  them,  escape  the  severity  of  the  critic  :  As  such  let  them 
claim  the  candour  of  the  public.  Their  favourable  reception,  when  deliver- 
ed, was  owing  more  perhaps  to  the  novelty  of  their  subject,  than  to  any 
intrinsic  worth  in  the  performance.  In  addition  to  the  request  of  hearers, 
it  has  been  suggested  by  judicious  friends  that  their  publication  may  be 
instrumental  of  quickening  "by  way  of  remembrance,  the  pure  minds"  of 
some  christian  Parents  and  of  calling  up  the  attention  of  some  irreligious 
Parents  with  respect  to  the  importance  of  family  devotion  and  fami- 
ly instruction.  And  that  they  may  perhaps  be  instrumental  of  leading 
some  to  consider  the  impropriety,  criminality,  and  dangerous  consequen. 
ces  of  their  conduct,  when  opposing,  the  Partners  of  their  joys  and  sorrows 
in  their  wishes  tec.  live  religion.  Whether  there  are  sufficient  reasons 
for  their  public  appearance,  must  be  submitted  to  the  decision  of  the  can- 
did reader.  That  a  DIVINE  BLESSING  may  render  these  discourses 
in  some  humble  slsjjree  useful  i9  the  ardent  prayer  of  the        Author. 
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SERMON    I. 


PHILLIPPIANS,  iv.  3. 


— -  HELP    THOSE    WOMEN    WHICH    LABOURED    WITH    MS   IN 
THE    GOSPEL. 


.ANY  people  conclude  that  the  great  Apostle  of  the  Gen- 
tiles, was  disposed  to  abridge  the  privileges  of  pious  women. 
Because  he  forbade  their  speaking  in  public,  it  is  taken  for  grant- 
ed that  he  excluded  them  from  sharing  in  the  labors  of  Christ's 
Vineyard  — This  conclusion  is  too  hastily  formed.  For  though 
he  judged,  and  rightly  judged,  that  women  were  unsuitable  per- 
sons far  public  Teachers,  yet  he  was  disposed  to  assign  them  an 
honourable  and  important  place  among  those  who  shall  "  shine 
as  stars"  in  the  kingdom  of  heaven  "  forever  and  ever."  St. 
Paul,  from  his  own  observation,  knew  the  value  and  importance 
of  godly  women,  as  instruments  in  promoting  the  cause  of  truth. 
He  had  witnessed  their  exertions  for  building  up  the  Redeemer's 
kingdom  in  the  world.  He  had  seen  them  crowned  with  suc- 
cess. 

Among  the  pious  women  of  that  age,  there  were  some  in 
Phillippi,  who  distinguifhed  themselves  in  the  work  of  the 
Lord.  In  our  text  the  Apostle  makes  honorable  mention  of 
them  as  fellow-labourers  in  the  Gospel,  and  requires  that  as  help- 
ers with  him  they  should  be  assisted. 

This  passage  suggests  several  important  considerations. 

I.  PIOUS  WOMEN  are  ASSISTANT  LABOURERS, 
with  Gospel  Ministers. 

II.  As  SUCH,  we  are  required  to  HELP  them. 

III.  As  SUCH,  they  deserve  COMMENDATION. 

I.  PIOUS  WOMEN  are  assistant  labourers  withGospelMin- 
isters.  Without  denying  the  inspiration  of  the  sacred  scriptures, 
none  can  doubt  that  "  the  effectual  fervent  prayers  of  the  right- 
eous" hold  up  the  hands  of  God's  ministers.  None  can  doubt 
that,  in  most  cases,  the  preaching  of  the  Gospel  has  been  attend- 


ed  with  the  greatest  success,  when  professors  of  religion,  have 
been  most  exemplary  in  their  conduct  ;  have  exhibited  the 
power  as  well  as  the  form  of  godliness.  None  can  doubt  that 
zealous  exertions  for  the  spread  of  the  Gospel,  encourage  the 
hearts,  and  strengthen  the  hands  of  its  ministers.  These  are 
the  ways  in  which  pious  women  assist  Gospel  Ministers.  These 
are  the  things  in  which  they  in  some  places,  seem  to  excel.  Fe- 
male tenderness  appears  to  be  a  soil  congenial  to  piety.  When 
grace  is  sown  there  it  springs  up  and  brings  forth  fruit,  some- 
times sixty  sometimes  an  hundred  fold.  To  establifh  and  illus- 
trate our  first  proposition,  it  will  be  sufficient  to  take  a  cursory 
view  only,  of  what  pious  women  have  done  in  past  ages%  and 
what  they  are  noiv  doing,  for  the  advancement  of  Christ's  king~ 
dom. 

In  our  retrospective  view  we  will  begin  with  the  dawning 
of  the  christian  dispensation.  Omitting  to  mention  the 
faith  and  zeal  of  Mary  and  Elisabeth,  I  shall  notice  the 
character  and  language  of  the  prophetess  Anna. — She  was  an 
aged  widow,  who  for  many  years,  with  fasting  and  prayer,  had 
served  God  night  and  day  in  his  Temple.  When  she  beheld 
the  Babe  of  Bethlehem,  «<  she  gave  thanks  unto  the  Lord,  and 
«  and  spake  of  him  to  all  them  that  looked  for  redemtion  in 
f*  Jerusalem."  She  had  clear  views  of  the  character  and  offices 
of  Christ  and  manifested  them  for  the  edification  and  con- 
solation of  others. 

Omitting  to  mention  many  instances  in  which  women  minis- 
tered to  our  blessed  Saviour,  I  shall  just  notice  his  anointing  with 
the  precious  perfume.  I  shall  cast  one  look  at  those  women, 
who,  through  persevering  fidelity  to  their  Divine  Teacher,  fol- 
lowed him  to  Cavalry's  mount  and  there  with  sorrowful  hearts 
beheld  him  nailed  to  the  cross.  I  see  them  anxiously  watching 
him  through  all  his  agonies.  They  refuse  to  retire  until  they 
see  him  quietly  laid  in  the  tomb.  Early  in  the  morning,  after 
the  Jewish  sabbath,  I  see  them  hastening  to  the  sepulchre  with 
spices  to  embalm  the  precious  body  of  their  Beloved.  What 
else  do  I  witness  ?  I  behold  the  triumphant  Conqueror  of 
death  and  the  grave  manifesting  himself  first  to  the  women,  and 
sending  them  forth  as  witnesses  and  messengers  to  proclaim  his 
ressurreotibn.  I  see  them  with  joy  hastening  to  spread  such 
glad  tidings.  After  Christ's  aspension  to  his  Father  and  their 
Father,  to  his  God  and' their  God,  I  hear  the  same  women  num- 
bered among  praying  christians  :  among  those,  who  before  the 
day  of  Pentecost,  spent  much  of  their  time  in  fervent  supplies- 
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cion,  with  one  accord  for  the  special  influences  of  the  Holy  Spir* 
it.  The  copious  outpouring  of  the  Spirit,  which  so  soon 
followed,  was  doubtless  in  answer  to  the  united  "  effectual  fer- 
vent prayers"  of  these  fellow-labourers  in  the  Gospel. 

From  scripture  history,  proofs  of  our  first  proposition  need  not 
be  multiplied.  You  doubtless  recollect  the  scriptural  account  of 
Lydia,  Priscilla,  Phebe,  and  others,  whose  attachment  to  Gob 
and  divine  things,  was  manifested  by  their  hospitality  to  God's 
ministers  ;  by  their  zeal  for  the  advancement  of  Christ's  king- 
dom. 

From  the  best  information  we  have  upon  the  subject, it  is  judg- 
ed that  the  united  labours  of  Aquila  and  Priscilla,  was  the 
means  of  planting  the  church  at  Rome.  He  preached  in  public. 
She  prayed  and  instructed  in  private.  Thus  as  **  yoke-fellow,'* 
and  "  help-meet,"  they  greatly  advanced  the  cause  of  God. 

The  godly  examples  of  pious  women  under  extraordinary  suf- 
ferings for  Christ's-sake,  have  had  great  influence  on  the  minds 
of  the  beholders.  The  case  of  Peter's  wife  deserves  to  be  re- 
membered. She  suffered  martyrdom  at  Rome  in  the  reign  of 
Nero.  Her  persevering  firmness  and  composure  of  mind,  great- 
ly strengthened  the  faith,  and  animated  the  hopes  of  her  husband 
and  other  christians  who  beheld  the  scene.  In  the  second  centu- 
ry, a  similar  scene  was  witnessed  with  similar  effects.  The 
flames  of  persecution  under  the  Emperor  Aurelius,  spread  nearly 
through  the  Roman  Empire.  At  Lyons  in  France,  Blandina,  a 
woman  as  much  distinguished  by  her  piety,  as  by  her  rank,  was 
called,  with  others  to  suffer  martyrdom.  While  beholding  the 
extreme  sufferings  of  her  fellow- martyrs,  she,  with  composed 
looks  and  comforting  words,  encouraged  them  to  "  be  strong  in 
the  Lord."  She  met  her  own  sufferings  with  a  serenity  of  mind, 
which  nothing  short  of  Almighty  power  could  have  produ- 
ced. 

In  this  catalogue  of  sufferers  for  the  religion  of  jesus  ckiust, 
Vivia  Perpetua,  a  Carthagenian  Lady  of  quality  deserves  a  con- 
spicuous place.  Her  triumphant  faith  and  fortitude  were  such, 
that  they  not  only  furnished  St.  Austin  with  a  practical  com- 
ment on  the  47th  Psalm  ;  but  they  have  furnished  Gospel  min- 
isters in  every  succeeding  age  with  a  practical  demonstration  of 
the  truth  snd  excellency  oi  the  christian  religion.  By  her  con- 
stancy, the  weak  have  been  strengthened,  when  oppressed  with 
doubts  and  fears,  the  feeble-minded  have  been  comforted  when 
sinking  under  affliction.  When  we  contrast  her  -enjoyments 
in  high-life  with  her  sufferings  in  a  dungeon  ;—when  we  be- 
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hold  her  father  prostrate  at  her  feet,  and  with  the  tenderest  af- 
fection of  which  the  unrenewed  heart  is  susceptible,  urging  her 
to  abjure  Christ  aud  rescue  his  family  from  infamy,"  and  herself 
from  death  : — when  in  addition  to  these  trials,  we  see  her  part- 
ing with  an  only  child  which  clung  to  her  bosom,  and  all  these 
sacrifices  made  rather  than  wound  the  cause  of  religion,  we  are 
lost  in  admiration.  But  we  must  not  yet  leave  her.  See  her 
with  a  dignified  composure  at  the  place  of  Execution,  exchange 
the  kiss  of  charity  with  her  fellow-sufFcrers.  Hear  her  in  a  ho- 
ly rapture  sing  :  "   O  death  !   where  is   thy  sting  ?  O  grave  ! 

"  where  is  thy  victory  ?" See  her,  after  the  executioner,  in 

attempting  to  pierce  her  heart,  had  failed, — see  her,  to  prevent 
further  delay,  guiding  his  unskilful,  trembling  hand  to  her  own 
throat  and  then  falling  asleep  in  Jesus. — "  O  the  depths  of  the 
riches"  of  divine  grace,  manifested  in  thus  supporting  the  mar- 
tyrs !  In  view  of  this  scene,  my  hearers,  do  you  need  arguments 
to  convince  you  of  the  truth  of  Christianity  ? — The  blood  oifuch 
martyrs  was  a  seed  to  the  church,  which  produced  multi- 
tudes of  converts  to  the  Gospel. 

I  might  notice  the  constancy  of  Patamiena  and  Theodofia,  two 
blooming  youths,  the  first  of  which  was  burnt  at  Alexandria  in 
the  same  fire  with  her  mother,  the  other  thrown  to  wild-beasts 
at  Tyre.  I  might  describe  their  sufferings,  but  compassion  for 
your  feelings  forbids  it.  It  will  be  sufficient  to  remind  or  inform 
you  that  when  at  the  stake,  their  resignation  to  the  will  of  God 
and  fervent  prayers  for  the  salvation  of  souls,  were  instrumental 
cf  bringing  some  to  embrace  that  religion  which  thus  triumphed 
over  nature,  and  to  seal  their  faith  with  their  blood.  Succeed- 
ing ages  have  furnifhed  many  similar  tragedies,  which  I  must 
forbear  to  mention. 

Leaving  the  heart-rending  sight  of  pious  women  in  the  flames 
of  martyrdom,  I  fhall  hasten  to  exhibit  them  in  other  scenes  on  I 
which  the  mind  can  rest  with  peculiar  pleasure. 

When  possessed  of  princely  power  they  have  greatly  facilitate 
ed  the  spread  of  the  Gospel  by  uniting  their  exertions  with  those 
of  its  ministers.    In  the  Tenth  Century,  through  the  zealous  pi-, 
ety  of  a  ivsmany  the  Gospel  had  an  extensive  spread  in  Hunga-; 
ry.     Sarolta,  the  chief  Princess  of  that  country  had  been  educat-, 
ed  in  the  christian  religion.       After  her  marriage  she  was  madei 
instrumental  of  the  conversion  of  her  husband.  During  his  reigr 
and  that  of  her  son,  who  was  educated  under  her  pious  inspec 
tion,  almost  the  whole  of  Hungary  was  in  a  measure  evangel 
ized. 


Margaret,  queen  of  Scotland,  was  distinguished  for  her  piety, 
humility  and  liberality.  Through  her  influence  the  sabbath  was 
strictly  observed,  and  pure  religion  in  a  measure  revived.  Jane 
queen  of  Navarre,  will  long  be  had  in  remembrance  for  her  ar- 
dent piety,  distinguished  zeal,  and  successful  exertions  in  build- 
ing up  the  redeemer's  kingdom.  Bishop  Burnet  says  of  her, 
"  She  both  received  the  reformation^  and  brought  her  subjects 
"  to  it  :  that  she  not  only  reformed  her  court,  but  her  whole 
"  principality,  to  such  a  degree  that  the  golden  age  seemed  to 
«  have  returned  under  her,  or  rather  Christianity  appeared  with 
(l  its  primitive  purity  and  lustre." 

But  to  descend  from  thrones  to  private  life.  Elizabeth 
Rowe  was  remarkable  for  her  piety  in  her  youth.  She  will  ev- 
er be  had  in  grateful  remembrance  by  the  Christian  world  for 
her  "  Devout  Exercises."  Her  pious  writings  have  been  the 
means  of  strengthening  the  hands  and  encouraging  the  hearts 
of  many>  both  ministers  and  private  christians.  When  viewing 
the  writings  of  pious  females,  which  have  assisted  the  ministers 
of  Christ  in  leading  mankind  to  embrace  the  pure  doctrines 
of  the  Gospel,  and  to  lead  godly  lives,  the  transition  from  pasta- 
ges  to  the  present  is  easy.  <s  The  praise"  of  Hannah  Moore  "is 
in  all  the  churches."  With  the  pious,  her  writings  are  deserv- 
edly ranked  among  the  most  highly  esteemed  publications  of  the 
present  age.  The  productions  of  her  pen  have  been  highly  use- 
ful, and  I  doubt  not,  will  yet  be  abundantly  so  to  unborn  ages. 
Her  "  Practical  Piety"  published  within  a  year  past,  has  scarce- 
ly its  equal  for  elegance  of  language  and  correctness  of  senti- 
ment. It  has  a  powerful  tendency  to  "  enlighten  the  mind,'* 
and  warm  the  heart.  Religion  as  dressed  by  her,  could  not  fail  to 
appear  lovely  in  the  eyes  of  all  beholders,  were  it  not  for  their 
exceeding  depravity.  But  time  will  not  permit  me  to  enlarge 
here.  Your  own  recollection  will  probably  furnish  you  with 
a  catalogue  of  many  useful  publications,  the  productions  of  pious 
female  pens. 

I  would  turn  your  attention  to  methods  of  assisting  Gospel 
ministers,  which  though  more  common  are  not  the  less  useful 
and  important.  The  devout,  fervent,  persevering  prayers  of  many 
individual  females,  have  been  effectual  for  obtaining  answers  of 
peace. — Witness  the  Syrophoenician  woman,  whose  fervency 
in  her  supplications  continued,  and  even  increased,  notwithstand- 
ing the  apparent  rebukes  of  the  Lord.  When  he  had  sufficient- 
ly proved  her  faith,  what  heart-  cheering  language  did  he  use  ! 
"  O  woman,  great  is  thy  faith  ;  be  it  unto  thee  as  thou  wilt." 


The  mother  of  St.  Austin  deserves  to  be  remembered.  He 
is  deservedly  considered  one  of  the  greatest  luminaries  which 
have  arisen  in  the  church  since  the  apostolic  age.  His  conver- 
sion and  call  to  preach  the  Gospel,  appear  to  have  been  the 
fruits  of  hh  mother's  devout  and  unwearied  prayers.  In  the  Sth 
Book  of  his  Confessions,  which  are  written  in  the  language  of 
addresses  to  God,  he  says  :  "  Bay  and  night  the  prayers  of  my 
«c  mother  came  up  before  thee.  .  Her  affection,  both  natural 
"  and  spiritual  towards  me,  was  inexpressible.  Morning  and 
"  evening  she  frequented  the  church  to  hear  thy  word  and  to 
««  pray,  and  the  salvation  of  her  son,  was  the  constant  burden 
"  of  her  supplications.  Thou  heardest  her,  O  Lord,  and  didst 
«  perform  in  due  season  what  thou  hadst  predetermined." 

I  need  not  multiply  instances  of  this  nature.  Perhaps  your 
own  observation  has  furnished  many  of  you  with  the  knowledge 
of  similar  cases.  Let  us  view  their  prayers  on  a  more  general 
scale. 

Could  we  at  one  glance  survey  the  whole  christian  world  : — - 
could  we  behold  the  cloud  of  incense,  which  is  constantly  as- 
cending from  the  hearts  of;  pious  females,  for  the  prosperity  of 
Zion  : — could  we  clearly  trace  the  connexion  between  means 
and  end,  in  the  divine  government,  and  behold  the  showers  of 
divine  blessings  which  are  daily  falling  upon  our  apostate  race* 
as  the  effects  of  these  exhalations : — what  gratitude,  would  fill  ! 
■what  rapture  would  seize  every  pious  breaft  ! 

But  let  us  observe  :  these  prayers  are  not  alone.  Exertions 
are  united  with  them.  Go  visit  yonder  peaceful  habitation.  See 
that  little  group  of  attentive  children  sitting  around  a  godly 
mother.  Hear  her,  both  ask  and  inform,  the  least  child  in  the 
circle,  (  who  is  the  Maker,  the  Preserver,  and  the  Redeemer,  of 
1  the  world  ?'  With  a  tenderness  peculiar  to  a  mother,  like  z 
Eunice,  hear  her  teach  them  to  venerate,  encourage  them  to  studyt 
and  urge  them  to  believe  and  practice,  the  doctrines  and  duties  in- 
culcated in  the  Bible. — Seethe  tears  of  sensibility  gather  in  their 
eyes  and  roll  down  their  infant  cheeks,  while  listening  to  an  im- 
pressive recital  of  the  extreme  sufferings  of  the  LORD  OF 
LIFE  AND  GLORY.— While  their  minds  are  thus  softened 
with  compassion,  observe  how  judiciously  she  sets  before  them, 
the  exceeding  criminality  of  sin,  which  caused  the  Saviour  to 
bleed  ; — the  infinite  condescention  of  God  in  providing  such  a 
sacrifice — See  her  point  out  the  sad  effects  of  sin  in  this  world 
and  its  awful  consequences  in  the  world  to  come. — Sec  her  point 
to  a  once  crucified,  but  now  glorified,  Redeemer  as  the  belicv- 
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er's  Deliverer  from  sin  and  its  punishment.  Is  not  this  helping 
the  ministers  of  the  Gospel  ?  May  we  not  expect  that  these  chite 
dren  will  reverence  religion  ?  will  listen  to  its  teachers  ?  May 
we  not  hope,  that  as  they  "  increase  in  stature"  they  will  "  in» 
erease  in  wisdom  and  in  favour  both  with  God  and  man  I" 

Have  I  painted  an  unreal  scene  ?  Or  are  there  thousands  of 
families  daily  in  like  situations  ?  Have  not  some  of  you,  my 
friends,  when  in  early  life,  been  numbered  in  such  delightful  cir- 
cles ?  Your  speaker  has  witnessed  nearly  such  a  scene.  Far- 
don  this  tribute  of  filial  affection.  But,  #whatever  may  have 
been  our  privileges,  may  we  not  decide  without  hesitation  that 
minds  thus  stored  with  a  fund  of  religious  knowledge,  will  be 
more  susceptible  of  serious  impressions  than  the  minds  of  others  ? 
Faithful  ministers  have  reason  to  rejoice,  and  they  do  rejoice, 
when  they  behold  pious  women  sowing  that  seed,  which  God  in 
his  sovereign  mercy  may, and  probably  will,  at  some  future  period, 
cause  to  spring  up  and  ripen  into  genuine  piety  of  heart. 

But  justice  to  female  piety  requires  me,  when  leaving  the  fami- 
ly, to  visit  the  social  circle.  In  Europe  and  America,  there  are 
many  female  moral,  humane,  and  charitable  Societies  ;  and  I 
may  safely  say  hundreds  of  female  associations  for  prayer.  It  is 
easy  to  conceive  of  very  beneficial  effects  resulting  from  their 
Moral  Societies.  Pious  women  have  it  more  immediately  in 
their  power  to  promote  the  welfare  of  their  own  sex,  than  it  is 
possible  for  ministers  to  have.  For  this  reason,  they  can  with 
propriety  use  greater  (i  plainness  of  speech."  With  the  younger, 
women  especially,  they  can  more  freely  counsel  and  warn  them 
against  the  snares  and  temptations  with  which  they  are  surround- 
ed in  an  «'  evil  world,"  Female  Humane,  and  Charitable  So- 
cieties, have  greatly  alleviated  the  miseries  of  human  life.  They 
have  been  instrumental  of  sending  "  daily  bread"  to  the  desti- 
tute, and  even  the  "  bread  of  life"  to  those  who  were  "  perishing 
for  lack  of  vision."*'  We  need  not  look  beyond  the  limits  of  this 
State  to  find  Female  Societies,  formed  for  the  charitable,  the  lau- 
dable, and  may  I  not  say  the  heaven-inspired  purpose,  of  assisting 
needy  pious  young  men,  in  qualifying  themselves  to  preach  the 
u.  everlasting  Gospel." 


*  Besides  ministering  to  the  temporal  wants  of  their  fellow  mortals,  they 
have  ministered  to  their  spiritual  necessities.  A  Female  Society  in 
Whitestown,  N.  Y.  for  several  years  past,  has  been  in  the  habit  of  contrib- 
uting about  200  Dollars  annually  for  Missionary  purposes.  Let  those  wo- 
3*60;  who  have  property  "  enough  and  to  spare  ;"  "  8-oaoddo  likewise..'5 
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la  addition  t6  their  exertions  in  other  respects,  we  may  se£ 
them  formed  in  associations  to  fervently  supplicate  HIS  blessing, 
who  alone  can  give  efficacy  to  the  means  of  grace.  Can  we 
doubt  that  such  Societies  will  prove  a  blessing  to  the  church  ? 
To  you,  my  hearers,  I  need  not  mention  where  they  are  to  be 
found.  You  know  your  privileges.  I  hope  you  rightly  prize 
shem. 

For  the  want  of  time  I  must  very  briefly  remark,  that  the  late 
Mrs.  Eaierson  of  Beverly  and  several  ether  pious  Preceptresses, 
whose  names  I  need  not  mention,  have  within  a  few  years  been 
Instrumental  of  awakening  in  their  schools,  and  of  bringing  num- 
bers hopefully  to   embrace  "  the   truth  as  it  is  in  Christ  Jesus. 

Can  we  view  these  things  unimportant  when  we  consider  that 
the  salvation  of  one  immortal  soul  is  of  more  consequence  "  than 
all  the  wealth  Omnipotence  ever  produced." 

Finally  :  I  shall  conclude  the  illustration  of  this  division  of  my 
subject  with  a  moral  demonstration. 

Some  pious  females  have  gone,  and  others  are  preparing  to 
go,  to  spend  their  lives  far  from  their  dear  relatives,  far  from 
tneir  native  Countries,  in  idolatrous  lands,  in  sickly  climes,  and 
ail  this  for  the  express  purpose  of  sharing  in  the  labours  and  suf- 
ferings of  gospel  ministers. 

I  shall  close  this  disccurse  with  a  brief  application  to  the  FE- 
MALE part  of  my  audience. 

Sisters  in  Christ,  and  fellow-heirs  of  immortality,in  view  of  our 
subject,  are  you  not  thirsting  to  drink  of  that  spirit  which  pro- 
duces such  powerful  effects  on  the  heart,  such  blessed  effects  in 
die  world  ?  Are  you  not  desirous  of  sharing  in  the  piety  and 
zeal  of  those  "  who  through  faith  and  patience  inherit  the  prom- 
"  ises  ?"  I  trust  there  are  some  present  who  have  drank  at  the 
same  fountain  5 — who  have  trodden  the  same  paths.  Go  on 
your  way  rejoicing,  beloved,  "  for  your  work's  sake."  Contin- 
ue in  prayer  and  watch  "  in  the  same  unto  thanksgiving."  Con- 
tinue "  to  adorn  the  doctrines  of  God  our  Saviour."  Seek  to 
have  your  lives  still  more  exemplary  and  more  useful.  "  Be  not 
"  weary  in  well-doing,  for  in  due  time,  ye  shall  ■  eap  if  ye  faint 
<«  not."  They  "  who  go  forth  weeping,  bearing  precious  seed 
«  shall  doubtless  return  with  joy,  bringing"  their  "  sheaves 
"  with  them."  If  like  Hannah  you  dedicate  your  infant  offspring 
to  God,  you  may  hope  for  his  blessing.  If  while  they  are  young, 
you  "  train  them  up  in  the  way  they  should  go,1'  you  have  reason 
to  conclude  that  "  when  they  are  older  they  will  not  depart  from 
M  it."     If  you  offer   "  the  effectual  fervent  prayer  of  the  right- 
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**  eous,"  it  will  not,  it  cannot  be  in  vain.  "  Let  not  your  hearts 
"  be"  deeply  »«  troubled,"  that  the  fruits  of"  your  exertions  to 
do  good,  are  not  so  apparent  or  so  abundant  as  you  could  wish. 
Perhaps  you  are  not  yet  prepared  to  receive  so  great  a  blessing,  as 
2  manifest  answer  to  your  prayers;  as  immediate  success  in  your 
undertakings.  Perhaps  you  rely  some  on  your  own  strength 
and  not  wholly  on  the  arm  of  Omnipotence.  Perhaps  God  in- 
tends multiplying,  both  your  zeal  ana  patience  by  causing  you 
to  wait.  He  intends  teaching  you  that  his  time  is  the  best. 
Perhaps  from  kindness  to  you  as  in  judgment  to  the  present 
generation,  your  labours  in  the  Lord  seem  ineffectual  But  re- 
member they  only  seem  so,  if  performed  for  the  glory  of  God$ 
for  the  advancement  of  Christ's  kingdom.  Pious  exertions  in 
the  cause  of  God,  which  now  exist,  may  be  instrumental  of 
much  good  when  those  who  make  them  are  at  rest  in  the  man- 
sions of  glory. 

If  there  be  any  females  present,  whose  hearts  and  hands  have 
not  yet  been  engaged  in  the  Redeemer's  cause  :  Suffer  me  to 
ask  such,  can  you  any  longer  forbear  to  assist  in  this  honourable 
employment  ?  Is  not  your  respectability  in  the  view  of  all  who 
are  truly  wise  and  godly  concerned  ?  Is  not  your  usefulness  in  the 
world  at  stake  ?  The  interests  of  your  dear  families, — the  wel- 
fare of  the  rising  generation,  and  of  the  community  at  large,  call 
upon  you  to  become  pious.  Perhaps  you  fill  places  in  families 
and  in  society,  which  otherwise  would  be  occupied  by  the  god- 
ly. Can  you  knowingly  and  willingly,  prevent,  destroy,  or  a- 
bridge  the  happiness  of  others,  even  your  dearest  friends  ?  Be- 
sides •,  your  own  soul's  present  peace  and  future  eternal  welfare, 
demand  the  exercise  of  piety.  Will  not  these  weighty  consid- 
erations have  some  influence  upon  your  present  determina- 
tions ; — upon  your  future  conduct  ?  You  have  this  day  felt  in- 
terested in  a  recital  of  the  labours  oi  pious  women.  I  wish  you 
to  feel  interested, — not  as  spectators,  but  as  assistants.  I  wish 
you  to  participate  in  their  zeal,  their  labours,  and  their  happinefs. 

You  have  now  just  begun  a  NEW  Year.  Be  persuaded  to 
begin  a  NEW  Life.  Begin  a  life  of  communion  with  God, — - 
of  devotedness  to  his  service, — of  activity  in  religion.  While 
your  pious  mothers,  sisters  and  acquaintances  are  supplicating 
"  the  throne  of  grace"  on  your  behalf,  unite  in  their  petitions  for 
yourselves  and  others.  Unite  with  them,  not  merely  in  their 
stated  seasons  for  social  worship  ;  but  from  your  CLOSETS  let 
your  devotions  he  fervent  and  habitual, 
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SERMON    II. 


PHILLIPPIANS,  iv.  3. 

HELP    THOSE    WOMEN    WHICH    LABOURED    WITH    ME   IN 
THE    GOSPEL. 

AN  is  a  dependent  being  from  the  cradle  to  the  grave. 
From  his  dependence  arise  infinite  obligations  to  his  CREATOR 
and  important  duties  to  his  fellow-creatures.  By  Divine  appoint- 
ment we  lean  upon  each  other,  and  we  are  required  to  afford  mu- 
tual support  and  assistance.  By  Divine  appointment  "  the  lips 
"  of  him,  who  is  a  messenger  of  the  LORD  of  hosts,  should 
"  keep  knowledge,  and  the  people  should  seek  the  law  at  his 
"  mouth."  The  multitude  in  christian  lands  are  dependent  on 
the  ministers  of  Christ  for  instruction.  The  latter  are  depend- 
ent on  the  multitude  for  influence,  property,  exertions  and  pray- 
ers. For  this  reason  the  welfare  of  each  other  should  be  con- 
tinually regarded,  and  above  all  the  advancement  of  Christ's 
kingdom  is  an  object  which  should  preponderate  in  every  breast. 
Faithful  ministers  are  sent  of  God  to  promote  this  object.  Their 
commissions  are  stamped  with  the  broad  seal  of  Heaven,  "  THUS 
«  SAITH  THE  LORD."  They  are  authorized  to  require  oth- 
ers, to  assist  them  in  the  work  of  the  Lord,  and  not  them  only, 
"  but  every  one  which  helpeth  with"  them  "  and  laboureth." 
In  the  morning  I  attempted  to  point  out  some  of  the  ways  in 
which  pious  women  laboured  in  the  vineyard  of  Christ.  I  shall 
now  proceed  to  illustrate  the  next  division  of  my  subject. 

II.  We  are  required  to  HELP  pious  women  as  assistant  la- 
bourers with  Gospel  Ministers.  There  are  various  ways  in  which 
assistance  msy  be  given.  I  shall  notice  FOUR,  in  which  we  are 
especially  required  to  «  help"  pious  women  in  building  up  the  cause 
of  Truth. 

First.  We  are  required  to  assist  them  with  our  influence. 
To  do  this  we  must  be  particular  to  countenance  and  encourage 
them  in  conscientiously  discharging  every  manifest  duty.  The 
holy  Scriptures  are  doubtless  the  only  perfect  standard  by  which 
we  may  try  our  faith  or  guide  our  practice.  Whatever  is  held 
forth  as  an  article  of  faith  or  rule  of  practice,  which  is  not  directs 
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ly  or  indirectly  taught  in  them,  as  may  be  fairly  inferred  from 
what  they  manifestly  inculcate,  can  never  constitute  any  part  of 
our  duty  as  christians.  It  is  important,  however,  that  we  should 
be  guarded  against  predjudice,  when  we  consult  the  Inspired  Vol- 
ume to  learn  what  are  our  own  duties  or  those  of  others.  None 
but  infidels  can  deny  the  obligations  which  we  are  under  to  use 
our  influence  in  encouraging  all  to  practise  the  duties  inculcated 
in  the  word  of  God.  We  cannot,  therefore,  hesitate  to  decide 
that  it  is  our  duty  to  countenance  and  encourage  pious  females, 
in  secret  and  private  devotion, — in  "  searching  the  scriptures," — 
in  their  attendance  on  public  worship, — in  "  professing  Christ 
before  men," — in  the  observance  of  other  Gospel  ordinances, 
such  as  communicating  at  the  Lord's  table,  and  dedicating  their 
offspring  to  God.  That  person  must  appear  to  be  destitute,  not 
only  of  piety,  but  of  every  humane  feeling,  who  should  refuse  to 
countenance  an  affectionate  relative  in  the  performance  of  these 
duties. 

Pious  women  should  be  particularly  countenanced  when  faith- 
fully instructing  those  children,  with  whom  they  are  connected 
and  for  whom  they  are  especially  concerned.  They  should  be 
encouraged  to  persevere  in  this  important  business.  The  influ- 
ence of  others  should  tend  to  embolden  them  in  their  efforts  to 
reform  a  sinful  world.  In  proportion  to  our  influence  in  Socie- 
ty, we  are  required  to  countenance  those  Female  associations, 
whose  object  is  to  diminish  the  guilt  and  alleviate  the  miseries  of 
mankind.  Our  influence  should  be  exerted  to  multiply  such  So- 
cieties and  increase  their  members.  It  should  be  used  to  place- 
young  women  of  hopeful  piety,  in  those  situations  for  which  they 
are  qualified,  and  in  which,  there  is  the  fairest  prospect  of  their 
usefulness.  We  ought  especially  to  give  children  the  benefit  of 
their  examples  and  instructions.  In  short,  our  influence,  wheth- 
er more  or  less,  should  encourage  female  piety. 

Secondly.  We  are  required  to  "  help"  pious  women  with  our 
property.  The  Apostle  Paul  in  many  passages  of  his  writings, 
very  clearly  inculcates  the  important  duty  of  assisting  needy  pi- 
ous women.  They  have  a  right  to  share  in  our  property.  Who 
gave  us  what  we  possess  ?  For  what  purpose  was  property  given 
to  us  and  withheld  from  them  ?  Was  it  not  that  we,  as  the 
stewards  of  God,  might  have  an  opportunity  of  manifesting  our 
"  readiness  to  distribute,  our  willingness  to  communicate." 
They  are  members  of  the  same  family  with  us,  if  we  belong  to 
"  the  household  of  faith."  Shall  we  suffer  our  dearest  relatives 
to  pine  and  sink,  under  a  load  of  poverty  and  wretchedness* 
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while  we  live  in  ease  and  affluence  ?  No  :  we  cannot  whi'e  wg 
recollect  what  Christ  has  informed  us  will  he  his  decisions  in  the 
Judgment  Day,  when  our  characters  will  be  estimated  by  our 
treatment  of  Christ's  friends. 

Again:  As  it  is  duty  to  furnish  ministers  with  the  means  of  be- 
ing "  given  to  hospitality,"  it  is  likewise  duty  thus  to  furnish  those 
•who  labour  ivith  them  in  the  gospel.  Almost  the  whole  of  the 
property  in  the  world  is  at  the  disposal  of  men,  and  shall  women 
be  prevented  from  venting  their  charitable  desires  in  laudable 
efforts,  to  do  good  ?  Should  they  not  rather  be  encouraged  to 
"  devise  liberal  things"  and  execute  charitable  purposes  ?  We 
know  that,  iiMany  daughters  have  done  virtuously"  in  these  res- 
pects. "According  to  the  ability  which  God  hath  given  us,"  is 
the  only  unerring  rule  to  guide  us  in  assisting  pious  females,  ei- 
ther for  their  own  comfort,  or  for  charitable  distribution.  But 
let  us  estimate  our  ability  as  we  probably  shall,  when  stretched  on 
our  dying  beds. 

Thirdly  We  are  required  to  assist  pious  women,  not  only 
with  our  influence,  and  our  property  •,  but  with  ous.  exertions.* 
Here  our  subject  opens  into  an  almost  boundless  field.  Time 
will  not  permit  us  to  consider  but  few  of  those  channels  in  which 
eur  exertions  should  flow.  It  will  be  our  duty  through  life  to 
studv  new  methods  of  assisting  to  build  up  the  Redeemer's 
kingdom.  I  would  remark  that,  our  exertions  should  be  in  uni- 
son with  those  of  pious  females  in  dedicating  in  our  hearts,  and 
in  public,  our  oiTspring  to  the  Lord.  On  the  minds  of  our 
own  and  of  all  other  children  within  the  sphere  of  our 
influence,  we  should  in  precepts  enforced  by  examples,, 
inculcate  the  duty  and  importance  of  prayer,  the  strict  obser- 
vance of  the  Sabbath,  and  every  other  institution  of  Divine 
appointment.  Those  fathers  who  have  any  regard  for  the  wel- 
fare of  their  children,  should  habitually  unite  their  efforts  with 
those  of  pious  mothers,  in  storing  the  rainds  of  their  children 
with  the  knowledge  of  the  doctrines  and  duties  of  Christianity, 
They  should  teach  the  word  of  God  «  diligently  to  their  chil- 
"■  dren,  when  in  the  house,  and  when  by  the  way,  when  they 
ft  lie  down  and  when  they  arise."  They  should  by  every  judi- 
cious, endearing  method,  encourage  them  to  commit  to  memory 

*  "  Help"  with  them.  Take  a  part  together  with  them*  in  seek- 
ing to  promote  godliness.  Assist  in  bearing-  the  fatigue  and  burden  of 
such  zealous,  unwearied,  and  persevering- exertions  tor  the  eternal  wel- 
fare of  mankind.  1  he  Greek  verb  translated  HELP,  when  used  in  the 
middle  voice,  is  appropriately  used  "when  applied  to  those  who  carrit 
a  BVKBiu  and  are  assisted  by  each  other."     See  Parkhursl's  Gi\  Lex. 
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passages  of  scripture  and  scriptural  Catechisms.  While  this 
practice  furnished  the  mind  with  important  ideas,  it  would  great- 
ly strengthen  the  memory.  Filling  the  minds  of  children  when 
young  with  scriptural  knowledge,  is  the  most  effectual  method 
which  man  can  use  to  guard  against  the  ravages  of  HERESY, 
that  monster  of  iniquity  which  daily  walks  our  streets  unmasked. 
It  is  a  notorious  fact  that,  f a/ft  religion  and  impiety,  have  of  late 
been  pouring  in  like  a  flood  upon  this  part  of  Chrift's  vineyard. — 
Is  it  not  high  time  to  rouse  up  and  make  suitable  and  persever= 
ing  exertions  to  oppose  the  torrent  of  delusion  before  the  whole 
country  be  deluged  with  scepticism,  error  and  fanaticism  ?  Could 
the  SHADES  of  your  pious  Ancestors  visit  their  once  religious 
Land, — and  had  they  human  feelings,  how  would  their  holy 
souls  weep  over  the  RUINS,  which  the  neglect  of  family  wor- 
ship, and  family  instructions,  godly  examples  and  pious  precepts, 
has  occasioned.  Would  they  not  tremble  to  behold  in  irrelig- 
ous  families  the  future  Legislators  and  Magistrates  of  this  Na- 
tion ?  ?  ? 

Besides  your  own  instructions,  you  should  be  particular  iuh» 
you  employ  to  cultivate  the  minds  and  form  the  habits  of  the  rising 
generation.  See  that  your  School  Teachers  are  men  of  sound 
principles  and  exemplary  morals.  I  would  suggest  the  idea  to 
the  Christian  Public,  whether,  with  pious  peoplesevidence  of  pie- 
ty ought  not  to  be  considered  an  indispensible  qualification  in 
the  person,  who  is  to  guide  the  minds  of  immortal  beings. — Even 
among  the  Grecians,  the  more  considerate  of  Parents  were  anx- 
ious to  have  their  children  educated  with  those  Instructors  who 
paid  most  attention  to  form  the  minds  of  their  Pupils  to  the 
Grecian  standard  of  virtue.  And  shall  christians,  who  have 
"  Life  and  immortality  brought  to  light  in  the  Gospel,  shall 
christians  be  regardless  to  whom  they  commit  the  instruction  of 
their  children  ?  Shall  they  anxiously  seek  their  improvement 
in  that  knowledge,  which  respects  the  concerns  of  this  world 
only  ?  or  shall  they  pay  some  attention  to  the  concerns  of  a  fu- 
ture world,  of  an  eternal  State  ?  Surely,  those  who  believe  that 
the  same  instructions,  which,  with  a  divine  blessing,  will  fit  their 
children  for  future  happiness,  will  best  q  vilify  them  for  present 
respectability  and  peace,  can  have  no  uoubt  about  the  impor- 
tance of  having  pious  Instructors,  whenever  it  is  practicable. 

Again  :  The  prevalence  of  vice  demands  immediate,  united, 
and  powerful  exertions  to  suppress  the  threatening  evil.  Be- 
sides the  exertions  of  individuals  it  seems  important  that  Male 
Moral  Societies  should  be  multiplied.      Justice   to   the   present 
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age  requires  me  to  observe  that  of  late  they  have  rapidly  increase 
el,  and  nave  been  productive  of  very  beneficial  effects.  The 
co  irse  to  be  firmly  pursued  by  such  Societies,  is  to  use  their 
uu  ?d  influence  and  the  aid  of  civil  law,  if  necessary,  to  prevent 
the  Lord's  holy  name  from  being  blasphemed — his  holy  sab- 
bat  a  from  being  profaned,  and  to  suppress  gambling,  drunken- 
ness, and  debauchery  of  every  kind.  These  vices  bring  misery 
and  ruin,  upon  individuals,  families,  societies  and  kingdoms. — 
K  lowing  this  truth,  can  we  be  indifferent  about  the  continue 
ance  of  these  "  accursed  things"  among  us  ?*  Shall  we  not  ex- 
en  ourse'ves  to  the  utmost  to  effect  their  destruction  ? 

Heads  of  families  have  their  appropriate  duties,  and  young 
people  have  their's.  All  young  men,  as  well  as  othersj  ought  to 
be  pious.  Pious  young  men  should  endeavour  to  become  quali* 
tied  for  heads  or  families  and  instructors  of  schools.  They 
should  be  willing  to  sacrifice  personal  ease  to  serve  the  rising 
generation. -r  If  called  and  qualified  to  «  preach  the  unsearchable 
riches  of  Christ,"  when  required  by  their  Divine  Master,  they 
must  part  with  their  dear  friends  and  native  country  for  the 
purpose  of  building  up  Zion  in  foreign  lands. £  But  after  all 
our  exertions  we  must  remember  that  our  help  is  in  God  alone. 
For  this  reason  we  must  not  omit, 

Fourthly,  To  assist  pious  women,  with  our  prayers.  The 
prayer  of  faith,  may  well  be  styled  "  a  KEY"  to  open  hea- 
ven's gates,  through  which  blessings  descend  upon  a  guilty 
world.  Seasons  devoted  to  fervent  secret  prayer  for  the  pros- 
perity of  Zion,  are  immensely  important.  To  these  should  be 
added  private  and  family  worship.  How  unnatural  as  well  as 
impious,  must  that  father  be,  who,  by  his  own  example,  encour- 
ages his  children  to  "  cast  off  fear  and  restrain  prayer  before 
«  God  !"  e^ 

*  See  Zach  5  :  1,  4. 

+  Weekly  schools  expressly  for  moral  instruction,  under  the  superinten- 
dancy  of  pious  persons,  (perhaps  young  men  in  the  Winter,  and  young* 
women  in  the  Summer  seasons,)  might  be,  and  are,  productive  of  much 
goud  in  Society.  It  would  be  highly  desirable  to  see  a  practice  generally 
prevail,  which  has  obtained  in  some  places,  where  pious  persons, 
whose  avocations  will  permit,  take  upon  themselves  the  particular  guar- 
dianship of  one  child  or  more,  from  the  cells  of  poverty,  ignorance  or  vice, 
and  endeavour  to  train  them  up  in  the  ways  of  industry,  morality  and 
religion. 

$  The  wealthy  are  especially  required  to  lend  a  helping  haBd  towards! 
the  execution  of  Missionary  purposes.  "  Charge  them  that  are  rich  in 
"this  world  ;"  says  an  inspired  Apostle  to  an  uninspired  minister  of  the 
Gospel  "  that  they  be  rich  in  good  works,  ready  to  distribute,  willing  do 
"  communicate.''     1  Tim    6  ;  17". 

c 
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To  interest,  edify  and  profit  those,  who  hear,  family  devo- 
tion should  be  in  the  language  of  a  penitent  and  believing  sin- 
ner ;  and  the  speaker  should^/  and  appear  to  feel,  what  he  ex- 
presses. Prayers  offered  in  public  and  private  religious  meet- 
ings, ought  ever  to  be  devotional.  I  say  private  religious  meet- 
ings, because  /  believe  that  when  judiciously  conducted  they  are 
highly  useful.  Praying  societies,  have  evidently  been  owned 
of  God,  and  though  established  by  an  handiu\,  like  Elijah's 
"  little  cloud"  they  have  increased  and  been  followed  by  an- 
«s  abundance  of"  spiritual  "  rain."  The  importance  of  prayer 
is  such,  that  we  ought  not  to  suffer,  worldly  business,  family 
cares,  or  any  other  earthly  pursuit,  unnecessarily,  to  prevent  us 
from  statedly,  and  habitually,  calling  upon  God  in  secret  and 
social  prayer. 

The  substance  of  every  prayer  should  be  ;  in  general,  the 
manifestation  of  God's  glory  in  building  up  Zion  ; — inparticu- 
lar, — the  subjection  of  our  wills  lo  the  Divine  Will, — the  en- 
largement of  Christ's  church, — the  welfare  of  the  rising  gener- 
ation, and  for  the  influences  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  to  be  showered 
down  upon  Gospel  Ministers  and  their  helperss  Missionaries  and 
Heathen  Lands. 

The  manner  of  our  prayers  must  be  regarded.  If  we  wish 
them  to  profit  either  ourselves  or  ©thers,  our  prayers  must  be 
spiritual, — they  must  be  importunate, — they  must  be  persevering. 
It  is  only  "  the  effectual  fervent  prayer  of  the  righteous  man" 
which  "  availeth  much."  Paul  directs,  to  "  Pray  without  ceas- 
ing." "  A  greater  than"  Paul  taught,  "  that  men  ought  always 
"  to  pray  and  not  to  faint."  When  pious  hands  are  stretched 
out  and  supported  in  prayer,  the  spiritual  Israel  will  ever  prevail 
against  their  enemies.  But  time  forbids  me  to  dwell  upon  a 
subject  which  volumes  would  not  exhaust.  I  shall  therefore 
proceed  to  the  next  general  division  of  my  subject. 

III.  The  assistant  labourers  with  Gospel  ministers,  deserve 
commendation,  "for  their  work's  sake."  Doubtless  false  com- 
mendation should  find  no  admittance  into  the  sacred  desk  :  But 
surely,  it  will  not,  it  cannot  be  thought  improper,  to  adopt  the 
language  of  the  Wiseman  :  "  A  woman  that  feareth  the  LORD., 
«s  she  shall  be  praised."  "  Her  children  arise  up  and  call  her 
!i  blessed  ;  her  husband  also  and  he  praiseth  her  ;  and  let  her 
iC-  own  works  praise  her  in  the  gates.''* 

*  Prov.  31  ;  23,  30- 


I  can  have  no  doubt,  that  St.  Paul  judiciously  commended  pi- 
ous women :  for  I  hear  him  directing  Timothy  to  "  honour  such 
S(  women  as  trusted  in  God,  and  continued  night  and  day  in 
**  supplication  and  prayer."  I  hear  him  commend  unto  the 
church  at  Rome,  Sister  Phehe,  as  "  a  servant  of  the  church  at 
*•  Cenchrea."  I  bear  him  direct  them  "  to  receive  her  in  the 
"  Lord  as  becometh  Saints,  and  give  her  all  necessary  a'ssist- 
"  ance  ;  because  she  had  been  a  succourer  of  many."  I  hear 
him  make  honorable  mention  of  Priscilla  and  other  women  as 
"  helpers  in  Christ."  Had  the  Apostle  informed  pious  women, 
that  their  noble  and  persevering  exertions  in  the  cause  of  God? 
were  engraven  "  as  with  the  point  of  a  diamond,"  on  the  hearts 
of  all  the  friends  of  Zion;  had  he  informed  them  that  memorials 
of  their  kindness  to  Christ,  should  be  published  wherever  the 
Gospel  should  be  preached,  it  would  have  been  trifling  in  com- 
parison with  what  he  did  say.  Their  "  names  are  in  the  Book 
*«  of  LIFE."  "  Thus  shall  it  be  done  to"  those  whom  theKing 
of  kings  "  delighteth  to  honour." 

Perhaps  it  may  be  thought,  I  tread  on  dangerous  ground. 
But  I  can  assure  you,  I  do  not  thus  speak  to  raise  spirtual  pride 
in  the  minds  of  pious  females.  Be  that  far  from  me.  For  "  who 
"  maketh  them  to  differ"  from  those  that  perish  ?  Or  what 
have  they,  which  they  have  not  received  ?  These  considera- 
tions will  ever  humble  the  truly  pious  mind.  I  wish  their 
growth  in  humility,  the  most  necessary  and  amiable  of  christian, 
graces.  But  consistently  with  these  sentiments,  we  may  extol 
that  Grace,  which  while  it  produces  good  works  in  the  sight  of 
men,  ever  humbles  the  soul  in  the  sight  of  God,— Surely  we 
may  recommend  those  qualifications,  which  alone  render  wcJmen 
truly  amiable.  We  may  hold  up  for  imitation  those  examples 
which  spring  from  hearts  warmed  with  Divine  love,  and  which 
tend  to  advance  the  cause  of  truth  and  the  happiness  of  man- 
kind.— We  may  recommend  and  even  enjoin,  the  bestowment 
of  that  "  honour"  upon  pious  women,  to  which  as  fellow-heirs 
of  eternal  life,  and  assistant  labourers  with  Gospel  ministers, 
they  are  entitled.  We  may  require  that,  "  their  prayers  be  not 
"  hindered,"  their  zeal  not  damped,  their  exertions  not  dimin- 
ished, by  the  coldness  and  indifference  of  those  who  ought  to 
assi st  them. 

After  all,  pious  women  must  consider  that  it  is  a  "  light  thing  to 
"be  judged  of  you,  or  of  man's  judgment."  They  should  remem- 
ber that  the  applause  or  censure  of  men  is  but  the  breath  of  dy- 
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itig  mortals.  They  should  be  exceedingly  cautious,  even  In 
judging  themselves,  knowing  that  "  the  heart  is  deceitful  above 
"  all  things."  They  muft  prayerfully  examine  their  motives  as 
well  as  their  actions,  and  commit  ail  their  ways  to  God  ;  de- 
pending solety  on  his  Jnercy,  through  the  merits  and  intercession 
of  Christ,  for  acceptance  in  the  performance  of  any  duty,  and  for 
eternal  salvation. 

I  shall  conclude  this  subject  with  an  ADDRESS, 

1.  To  those  men  whose  hearts  have  hitherto  be?n  indiffer- 
ent about  the  spread  of  "  pure  and  undefined  religion."  If  there 
be  such  present,  I  trust  they  will  indulge  me  in  tf  plainness  of 
speech."  Perhaps  some  of  you  conclude  that  because  you  have 
lent  influence  and  property  to  support  religious  institutions,  you 
shall  be  accepted  of  God,  though  you  neglect,  real  devotion, — 
il  the  power  of  godliness."  This  is  a  gnat,  though  a  common 
error.  It  is  true,  the  former  things  deserve  commendation  from 
men,  but  if  alone  they  cannot  be  accepted  of  God.  <  "  Man  look- 
"  eth  at  the  outward  appearance  •,  but  the  Lord  looketh  at  the 
"  heart."  "  These  things  ye  ought  to  have  done  and  not  to 
"  have  left  the  other  undone.5'  | 

Suffer  me  to  inquire  :  Is  that  object  of  no  consequence  to  you, 
which  engages  the  attention  of  such  a  multitude  of  pious  fe- 
males ?  Can  the  salvation  of  immortal  souls,  be  an  object  of  no 
importance  ?  when  it  has  been  pursued  by  wise,  and  good  men, 
In  every  age  ; — that  object  for  which  prophets  and  apostles  have 
worn  out  their  lives  •, — for  which  even  the  Son  of  God  descend- 
ed from  heaven  to  suffer  on  the  Cross.  In  view  of  our  subject, 
are  you  not  convinced  that  if  you  have  spoken  slightly,  contempt- 
uously, or  reproachfully  of  pious  women,  and  those  engaged 
with  them  to  build  up  the  cause  of  God,  in  an  "  evil  world,"  you 
have  acted  an  unwise  and  wicked  part,  since  wise,  and  inspired 
men,  have  treated  these  subjects  differently  ? 

Doubtless,  those  of  you  who  are  heads  of  families,  feel  ten- 
derly, feel  strongljy  for  the  present  welfare  of  your  families.  But 
do  you  feel  as  you  ought,  while  you  neglect  their  future  wel- 
fare,— their  eternal  happiness  ?  You  would  shudder  at  the 
thought  of  bringing  wretchedness,  and  misery  on  yourselves  and 
children  in  this  life,  and  will  you  not  tremble  when  convinc- 
ed, that  by  neglecting  persons.1,  and  family  religion,  you  are 
u  treasuring  up  wrath  against  the  day  of  wrath  and  revelation 
Ic  the  righteous  judgment  of  God."  Besides  your  own,  mul- 
titudes of  other  families  are  concerned.       Not  only  the  present 
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I  and  future  welfare  of  the  rising  generation,  may  be  depending 
|  (as  it  respects  means)  upon  your  prayers  and  exertions,  but  ma- 
ny unborn  generations,  may  and  doubtless  will,  share  largely  in 
I  the  same  consequences.  That  God  "  with  whom  we  have  to 
"  DO,"  is  a  "jealous  God,  visiting  the  iniquities  of  the  fathers 
"  upon  the  children  unto  the  third  and  fourth  generation  of  them 
?*  that  hate  him  j  and  showing  mercy  unto  thousands"  of  the 
posterity  "  of  them  that  love"  him  "  and  keep"  his  "  command- 
h  ments."  When  we  call  to  mind  the  unborn  millions,  whose 
future  destinies  in  a  measure  depend  upon  the  principles  and 
conduct  of  those  who  are  now  on  the  stage  of  action  •,- — upon 
yours,  my  friends,  among  others  ;  who  can  be  indifferent  a- 
bout  what  principles  are  believed  and  inculcated, — what  habits 
are  formed, — what  practices  prevail,  at  the  present  day  ? 

Can  any  of  you  yet  refuse  to  listen  to  the  voice  of  humanity, 
— the  voice  of  conscience,— the  voice  of  GOD.— ^-which  united- 
ly call  upon  you  to  join  with  the  friends  of  God  and  of  man- 
kind, in  seeking  to  promote  the  eternal  welfare  of  our  apostate 
race  ?  Look  at  that  kind  mother,  whose  anxious  days,  and 
sleepless  nights,  on  your  account  have  almost  worn  her  our  :  will 
not  her  tears  soften  your  heart  ?  Will  you  not  listen  to  the  af- 
fectionate entreaties  of  that  boscm  companion,  whose  pious  de- 
sires in  your  behalf  have  so  often  ascended  to  Heaven  ?  Will 
you  not  regard  the  welfare  of  your  dear  family  ? — of  the  rising 
generation  r — rof  unborn  ages  ?  Will  not  the  conviction  that  re- 
ligion will  be  in  a  coming  hour,  a  desirable  companion,  determine 
you  immediately  to  embrace,  and  habitually  to  live,  religion 
before  your  families  and  before  the  world  ?  In  the  hour  of 
death,  and  that  hour  will  unavoidably  meet  you,  whatever  may 
have  been  your  principles  and  conduct  ;  would  it  not  then  miti- 
gate your  pains  and  calm  your  fears  could  you  review  a  life  spent 
in  fervent  prayers,  and  zealous  persevering  labours  for  the  pros- 
parity  of  Zion  ?  By  neglecting  these  thingss  are  you  not  planting 
thorns  in  your  dying  pillows  ?  Will  not  the  guilt  and  misery  of 
others,  which  your  neglect  has  occasioned,  increase  the  weight  of 
your  personal  guilt,  and  overwhelm  your  spirits  ?  O  spare  your- 
selves that  anguish  !  !  Will  not  the  conviction  that  you  are 
hastening  to  that  JUDGMENT-SEAT,  from  whose  decisions 
there  is  no  appeal  or  escape  ?  will  not  a  consideration  of  the  E= 
ternal  consequences  connected  with  those  decisions  ?— will  not  all 
these  considerations  united,  influence  you  to  resolve  with  Joshu= 
a  -3  «  As  for  me,  and  my  house,  we  will  serve  the  LORD"??? 
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If  you  knew  that  the  present  year  would  be  your  last,  should  you 
not  be  anxious  to  do  something  for  God  ?  Judging  from  analo- 
gy, this  year  will  doubtless  be  the  last  with  about  30  Millions  of 
our  race,  and  who  can  say  that  he  shall  not  belong  to  that  num- 
ber ?*  At  farthest  your  last  year  is  at  hand.  O  then  be  active 
for  God  !  Be  up  and  doing  "  with  all  your  might"  whatever 
ycur  hands  find  to  do  of  present  duty.  Let  your  hearts,  this 
New  Year,  be  filled  with  new  desires,  and  your  hands  with  new 
exertions  for  the  glory  of  God.  But  perhaps,  my  friends,  you 
are  all  determined  by  the  assistance  of  divine  grace  to  hold  com- 
munion with  your  Maker  and  exert  yourselves  to  promote  his 
glory  and  the  welfare  of  his  creatures.  I  should  exceedingly  re- 
joice, could  I  address  you  all  as  such  characters.  I  do  rejoice  in 
the  hope  that  many  of  you  deserve  to  be  so  addressed. 

2.  My  brethren,  in  view  of  the  great  and  unwearied  exer- 
tions, which  in  various  parts  of  the  world  are  making  for  the 
spread  of  the  Gospel  and  the  salvation  of  souls,  have  we  not  a- 
bundant  reason  to  "  thank  God  and  take  courage  ?"  At  this 
very  moment,  doubtless,  thousands  of  pious  hearts  are  lifted  up 
to  God  in  fervent  supplication,  that  he  would  enlarge,  beautify 
and  comfort  Zion  : — and  that  by  his  grace,  he  would  turn  the 
hearts  of  many  sinners  from  walking  in  the  "  broad  road"  which 
leadeth  to  destruction, 

To  walk  in  Wisdom1  s  pleasant  paths, 
Which  lead  to  LIFE  and  PEACE,  Eternal 

Can  that  object  fail  of  success,  which  has  so  many  advocates  ?,, 
It  might  indeed,  if  it  entirely  depended  upon  the  feeble  desires 


*  At  the  beginning  of  the  last  year,—  the  last  month, — the  last  day,— 
end  even  the  last  hour  of  their  lives;  that  thoughtless  multitude,  in. 
Richmond,  Virginia,  who  the  26th  of  last  month  fell  a  sacrifice  to  the  de- 
vouring flames,1}-  as  little  expected  directly  to  receive  a  summons  from  the 
King  of  Terrors  as  you  now  do.  IIowsupden  !  How  awful  the  change  ! 
While  their  eyes  were  captivated  with  graceful  action  and  animated  ex- 
pression before  the  most  delightful  scenery  ;  and  their  ears  enraptured 
with  well  turned  periods  and  harmonious  concerts, — to  have  that  soene 
changed  in  a  moment,  for  one  inexpressibly  terrible, — in  which,  the  pale 
curling  flames  of  Death  burst  upon  their  sight  ; — in  which,  their  ears 
were  filled  with  the  groans  and  shrieks  of  the  dying, — at  the  close  of 
which,  themselves  were  hurried  from  the  itagb  of  life  into  Eternity, 
where  WE  must  soon  follow  them !  THEIR  LAST  SCENE  on  earth,  was  i 
a  lively  representation  of  THE  LAST  SCENE  OF  TIME. 

+  The  Theatre  was  burned  with  about  100  people  in  it. 
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and  exertions  of  mankind.  But  thanks  be  to  our  God,  it  doea 
not.  It  has  an  able,  an  Almighty  Advocate  with  the  Father. 
One  whom  w'  he  always  heareth."     Animating  thought  ! 

My  brethren,  how  desirable  is  that  work  !  how  delightful  that 
employment  in  which  are  united  all  the  truly  wise  and  good 
upon  earth, — the  "  ministering  spirits"  of  heaven, — and  event 
Jehovah  himself !  Let  us  then  never  faint,  or  be  weary  in  seek- 
ing the  welfare  of  Zion,  "  that  with  well  doing  we  may  silence 
gainsayers.  Perhaps  some  of  us  have  laid  "  stumbling  blocks" 
in  the  ways  of  others.  If  so  let  us  humble  ourselves  before  God 
for  past  backslidings.  In  his  strength,  without  whom,  we  can  do 
nothing  aright,  let  us  resolve  to  remove  stumbling  blocks  in  the 
ways  of  Zion.  Let  us  "  double  our  diligence"  in  the  work  of 
the  Lord  ;  feeling  assured,  that  the  united,  sealous,  and  perse- 
vering labours  of  christians,  will  be  known,  remembered  and 
blessed.  They  are  connected,  in  this  life  with  "  peace  of  con- 
«*  science  and  joy  in  the  HolyGhost,  and  in  the  life  to  come,  with 
"  an  exceeding  and  eternal  weight  of  glory"  and  blessedness. 

Let  us  not,  however,  expect  that  we  shall  meet  with  no  op- 
position in  the  path  of  duty.  So  long  as  God  has  enemies,  un- 
less he  restrain  them,  they  will  be  sure  to  contend  most  strongly 
with  those  who  do  most  to  destroy  "  the  unfruitful  works  of 
darkness."  Do  not  expect,  therefore,  that  you  can  be  engaged 
in  rebuilding  Jerusalem,  without  enemies  and  opposition.  "While 
you  labour  with  one  hand,  with  the  other  you  must  wield  the 
weapons  of  your  spiritual  warfare.  While  Infidelity,  Heresy, 
and  other  "  enemies  of  the  cross  of  Christ,"  are  making  inroads 
upon  the  cities  of  Zion  :  "  Be  ye  not  afraid"  to  oppose  them. 
¥  Remember  the  Lord  which  is  great  and  terrible,"  is  on  your 
side,  "  and  fight"  manfully  "  for  your  brethren,  your  wives,  your 
"  sons,  and  your  daughters."  Remember  also  that,  "  the  weap- 
I*  ons  of  your  warfare  are  not  carnal,  but  mighty  through  God." 
They  are  not  only  mighty  againft  outward  enemies,  but  success- 
ful against  our  inbred  evil  propensities,  those  unsubdued  rebels 
in  our  own  breasts.  They  are  mighty  for  casting  down  "  imag- 
"  inations  and  every  high  thing  that  exalteth  itself  against  the 
«'  knowledge  of  God,  and  bringing  into  captivity  every  thought 
!  "  to  the  obedience  of  Christ."  "  Let  us"  then  "  take  to  our- 
**  selves  the  ivhole  armour  of  God,  that  we  may  be  able  to  with- 
"  stand  in  the  evil  day."  "  Let  us  be  careful  for  nothing,  but5' 
ho'»y  we  may  please  God,  and  "  in  every  thing,  by  prayer  anil 


w  supplication  with  thanksgiving,  le:  our  requests  be  made  known 
«  to  God." 

«  Finally  brethren,"  and  sisters.,  young  and  old,  "  whatsoever 
"  things  are  tr ae, — are  honesty — just, — pure. — lovely, — of  good 
*' reports  if  there  be  any  virtue  and  if  there  be  any  praise; 
«*  think  on  these  things."  And  "those  things  which  ye  hav^j 
«« learned,  and  received,  and  heard,  and.  seen  »  DO  :  nd  the 
«  God  of  peace  shall  be  with  you." 

..AMEN...,. 
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